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MARINE SPECIES PROTECTION SYMPOSIUM - REPORT 
SUNSHINE BEACH SURF CLUB - TUES 18 MAY 2021  
 
BACKGROUND 
Following the release of the Queensland Shark Control Program: A review of alternative approaches (the 
Cardno Report), the Queensland Government Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is conducting trials of 
non-lethal shark mitigation technologies across the State.  
 
The Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation (NBRF) is a not-for-profit organisation established by the Noosa 
Shire Council to identify and action projects aligned with the aims of the UNESCO MAB Program. 

Our role is to manage a charitable trust to support projects and ideas that enhance biodiversity conservation 
and promote sustainable living in Noosa. Run by a skills-based volunteer board of directors, we set strategic 
priorities unique to the Noosa Biosphere Reserve, enabling science-based projects that meet these criteria. 

 

OBJECTIVE 
 

The objective the Marine Species Symposium is to develop a preferred trial of shark control measures in the 
Noosa Biosphere Reserve to submit to The Queensland Government, and to further identify potential 
research projects to ensure the protection of marine species in the Noosa Biosphere Reserve. 
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PROCESS 
The Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation (NBRF) began discussions with key stakeholders in October 2020, 
led by Symposium Facilitator, Greg Schumann. An agenda (see p9) and list of 48 stakeholders was developed 
with the assistance of the Qld Shark Control Program team and potential speakers were contacted in Feb 
2021. Invitations to all stakeholders were sent out in March 2021. The full list of attendees can be found on 
p10. The Sunshine Beach Surf Life Saving was chosen as the venue as the view from the Club stretches out 
from Noosa Heads down to Coolum, partly highlighting the complexity and scale of the issue at the local 
level. 

We secured 11 speakers ranging from local surfers, tourism operators, animal welfare groups, research 
experts and the Qld Shark Control Program team to answer the following questions: 

1) How does the Community use the space? 
• Ross Fisher, President, Noosa Head Surf Life Saving Club – Public safety 
• Emily Lansdown, Surfrider Sunshine Coast – Surfing community survey 
• Jaedon Vardon, OzFish Noosa PhD Student – Fish catch depredation 

2) What is the potential impact on local commercial operators? 
• Juanita Terry-Bloomfield, Head of Tourism Sustainability, Tourism Noosa 
• Tony Isaacson, Director, DiveCareDare 

3) What are the potential effects of a SCP trial on marine species? 
•  Hannah Tait, CEO, Action for Dolphins – Marine species protection 
•  Lawrence Chlebeck, Humane Society International – NSW Smart Drumlines  

4) Research Experts’ presentations 
• A/Prof Charlie Huveneers, Flinders University – Personal deterrents and shark behaviour 
• Prof David Schoemen, University of the Sunshine Coast – Shark entanglement  
• Dr Javier Leon, University of the Sunshine Coast - Drones 

5) Qld Shark Control Program presentation 
• Dr Tracey Scott-Holland, Qld Shark Control Program Research and Program Coordinator 

The format was designed to present stakeholders’ expert knowledge in the morning followed by guided 
workshop discussions in the afternoon to consider the key issues and constraints in the local context, with 
the view to identify the top 5 preferred shark control measures and potential areas for future research. This 
format allowed for context and previous work to be presented and broadly inform the workshop, while the 
workshop allowed for exploration of ideas at the local level among stakeholders with diverse views.   

The NBRF team contacted speakers individually to ensure speaking points did not overlap, final presentations 
were called for 10 days prior to the event. We were very fortunate to secure A/Prof Charlie Huveneers as the 
keynote speaker and Dr Daryl McPhee to assist with the development of the Workshop session. NBRF, A/Prof 
Huveneers and Dr McPhee developed the workshop format and questions to ensure participants were 
empowered to make informed decisions. Both A/Prof Huveneers and Dr McPhee co-facilitated the workshop 
session to ensure participants were able to ask questions and to direct discussions. Dr McPhee presented the 
findings of the workshop session to bring context to the preferred recommendations. 

We also spoke with all participants individually to ensure their needs were going to be met during the 
Symposium and invited any questions or suggestions in the lead up to the event. This level of engagement 
was critical in ensuring stakeholder buy in and demonstrated our commitment to hosting a balanced forum 
for knowledge sharing and exchange of ideas. 

Our ultimate aim is to deliver a cohesive, well-researched proposal developed with local residents that meets 
the needs of the Noosa community. We believe this approach has proven to be successful in this endeavour.  
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WORKSHOP PROCESS  
The workshop session was designed to be a collaborative process to ensure all stakeholders had an 
opportunity to put their viewpoint forward within the 1-hour time frame. The previous presentation session 
was designed to arm the participants with the requisite knowledge to make an informed decision of the key 
factors to be considered to implement an alternative shark control method in Noosa.  

Participants were split into five Working Groups and were asked to answer the following four questions: 

1. KEY CONSIDERATIONS: What are the key factors that should be considered when deciding upon ‘best’ 
shark control measures? List and rank from most to least important. When discussing and selecting these 
factors, do not worry about local constraints which will be identified in the next question.  

2. KEY CONSTRAINTS: What are the local constraints to consider when selecting the ‘best’ shark control 
measures? Please list constraints for each 1) Noosa Laguna Bay including the Heads and 2) open beaches 
from Sunshine Beach to Peregian. 

3. PREFERRED MITIGATION MEASURES: Based on your responses from questions 1 & 2, list and rank your 
top 5 shark control measures. 

4. POTENTIAL COMPLEMENTARY RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES: List and rank your top 3 research questions 
related to shark control measures and marine species protection 

 

WORKSHOP OUTCOMES 
The groups were asked to rank their top 5 preferred shark mitigation measures and present their 
deliberations to the whole group. Public safety and marine species protection were the top key 
considerations. However, education being the top-ranked shark mitigation method proves a genuine 
commitment from the Noosa community to learn how to live in harmony with our marine species. This is in 
keeping with the Noosa Biosphere Reserve aims of balancing people and nature. 

Symposium facilitators Greg Schumann, Dr Charlie Huveneers and Dr Daryl McPhee collated the findings and 
ranked the preferred shark mitigation measures based on an average score with 1 being the highest and 5 
the lowest (Table 1 and 2). The top 4 preferred measures were:  

1) Education;  

2) Drones;  

3) Smart Drumlines;  

4) Seasonal removal of nets 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
NBRF proposes to engage with DAF to implement a trial utilising the top three shark mitigation measures as 
identified by the key stakeholders during the workshop session. A detailed list of the working groups’ 
deliberations can be found in Table 3 below. NBRF can assist the Department in developing a public 
education program and community outreach campaign in collaboration with Noosa Council, Maritime Safety 
Queensland, local stakeholders and community groups including the Noosa Heads and Sunshine Beach Surf 
Lifesaving Clubs’ Nippers programs. The symposium highlighted the opportunity to use Noosa as a marine 
research and education site. NBRF has a proven track-record of sourcing and funding research projects and 
can assist the Department in launching a data collection and monitoring research program in partnership 
with the University of the Sunshine Coast. The timing, scope and scale of any trials will be at the sole 
discretion of the Department, however, we hope the Department will find the outcomes of this symposium 
have met our objective of putting forward the preferred shark mitigation methods in the Noosa region. 
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PROPOSED TIMELINE  
Proposal to be presented to the State Government by 30 June 2021 

 

STAGE 1 A one-day symposium hosted by NBRF to identify key priority areas by 
marine species stakeholders, and to seek input for a prioritised list of 
actions to implement a marine species protection program trial in Noosa. 

 
May 2021 

STAGE 2 NBRF collate outcomes and recommendations from Symposium. June 2021 

STAGE 3 Circulate draft for review by SCP / Government. 30 June 2021 

STAGE 4 Work with government to implement recommendations of the 
Symposium. Seek stakeholder feedback. 

Sept 2021 

STAGE 5 Set timeline for trial roll out and implement community 
engagement/public education plan. 

 Oct 2021 

STAGE 6 Trial commences. To be 
determined 
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TABLE 1: LIST OF TOP 4 MITIGATION MEASURES PER GROUP WITH AVERAGE RANK ACROSS GROUPS. 

PREFERRED MITIGATION MEASURE Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5 Average rank 
Education 2 1 1 5 1 2 
Drones 1 2 2 2 3 2 
Smart Drumlines 3 4 5 1 4 3.4 
Seasonal removal of nets 5 5 5 3 2 4 

Note: measures not included by a group were given a rank of 5 to enable average ranks to be calculated. 

TABLE 2: WORKSHOP GROUPS 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 GROUP 5 

Rex Halverson, 
NBRF 

Duncan Thompson, 
NBRF 

Rod Smith, 
NBRF 

Jady Smith, 
NBRF 

Sharon Wright, 
NBRF 

Cr Amelia Lorentson, 
Noosa Council 

Cr Frank Wilkie, 
Noosa Council 

Cr Joe Jurescivic, 
Noosa Council 

Craig Doolan,  
Noosa Council 

Cr Tom Wegener, 
NBRF & NSC 

Jonathan Clark, 
Sea Shepherd 

Lawrence Chlebeck, 
HSI 

Hannah Tait, 
AFD 

Maddy Golding, 
AFD 

Leonardo Guida, 
AMCS  

Jan Maddin,  
Noosa Council 

Ben Broadfoot, 
OzFish 

Tony Isaacson, 
DiveCareDare 

Grant Pawson,  
FishHeadz Noosa 

Carolyn Landsdown, 
Surfrider SC 

Juanita Bloomfield, 
Tourism Noosa 

Emily Lansdown, 
Surfrider SC 

Jake Hennessy, 
MSQ 

Sophie Oliver, 
SBSLSC 

Sue Codi King, 
MSQ 

David Schoeman, 
USC 

Jaeden Vardon, 
OzFish 

Bonnie Holmes, 
USC 

Javier Leon, 
USC 
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	TABLE 3: WORKSHOP GROUP PRESENTATIONS 

QUESTIONS GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 GROUP 5 

1. KEY
CONSIDERATIONS:
What are the key
factors that should
be considered when
deciding upon ‘best’
shark control
measures? List and
rank from most to
least important.
When discussing and
selecting these
factors, do not worry
about local
constraints which will
be identified in the
next question.

• Cardno review
recommendations/
efficacy

• Noosa specific related
to location, tourism,
Biosphere and
branding (protection
of Noosa brand) e.g.
Public safety and
economics

• Visibility of program /
high profile public
education awareness

• Branding
• Protection of public

safety / Biodiversity
protection go hand in
hand

• Public safety and
perception of public
safety

• Environmental impact
• Marine species’

safety
• Direct and indirect

impacts i.e. what
happens if you
remove apex
predator – are you
protecting an
ecosystem by
removing an apex
predator?

• Education – personal
responsibility for
actions

• Understanding that
current system (nets)
and a commitment to
it continues uses is a
commitment to
continue to kill sharks
and other marine
species

• Cost – smart
drumlines are more
expensive to
purchase and operate
(30min reaction time
– no night operations)

• Community
acceptance

• Protection of marine
species – Bycatch

• Environmental impact
- biodiversity

• Effectiveness –
observable ‘shark
smart’ behaviour
change

• Education
• Cost
• KISS principle
• International Tourism

Perspective

• Swimmer / beach
safety

• Effectiveness
• Tourism, reputation

impact
• Cost
• Who pays?
• Combination of

options to cover
different weather
events/risks

• Shark selectivity
• Bycatch of native

marine species
• Impact on target

species

• Safety – human,
environmental and
animal including
bycatch

• Economic – tourism,
livelihoods,
technology, program
upkeep

• Education – perceived
vs real risk

• Nets provide a false
sense of security

• Biosphere principles
and values

• Human resourcing –
managing shark
control program

• Flexibility in approach
• Funding
• Policy – aligning State

and Local
• Purpose – having clear

objectives of a trial
• Engaging stakeholders
• Creating a culture of

shark smart behaviour
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• Political will 

 

2. KEY CONSTRAINTS: 
What are the local 
constraints to 
consider when 
selecting the ‘best’ 
shark control 
measures? Please list 
constraints for each 
1) Noosa Laguna Bay 
including the Heads 
and 2) open beaches 
from Sunshine Beach 
to Peregian. 

 
 
 
 

 
• Taking people on the 

journey 
• Trials nets and smart 

drumlines 
• Data (need Noosa 

specific) 
• Using Symposium 

process involving ALL 
local community 
groups, government 
and residents 

• Bring local people 
into the process from 
the start 

• Technology and 
landscape technical 
constraints easy to 
deal with 

• Collaborative – 
feedback via 
information forum 
(not a decision-
making forum) 

• Finance and planning 
• Running a parallel 

program (trials) 
• Difference between 

Laguna Bay and 
eastern Beaches e.g. 
Shark barrier in Bay 
not beaches, drones 
on Main Beach popn. 

• Getting buy in from 
public e.g. reducing 
by-catch 

 
• Perception of public 

safety 
• Efficacy and reach of 

education 
• Attachment to 

perception of 
effectiveness of share 
nets in Laguna Bay 

• Open beaches not 
suitable to barrier 

• Cost 
• Open beaches v 

Noosa – access to 
emergency services 

 
• Volume of people in 

Noosa beaches 
• Surfers 
• Perception of gear 
• Community 

awareness 
• Dolphin bait 

predation 
• Seasonal variation – 

species migration and 
water conditions 

• Length of open 
beaches 

 
• Shark selectivity e.g. 

bulls v tigers etc. 
• Surf conditions 
• Variable weather – for 

drones, nets – 
limitations of use 

• Environmentally 
aware community/ 
public expectation 

• Cost 
• Political appetite – risk 

averse 
• Lack of knowledge – 

education 
• Untested technologies 

– lack of research 

 
• Geography/ water 

conditions of bays and 
open beaches 

• Number of people in 
Laguna Bay and Noosa 
Heads 

• Open beaches – can’t 
launch within 30mins 
due to tides and 
Noosa Bar 

• Human resources – 
surf lifesaving patrols 
are roving not fixed 

• Impact on water users 
• Seasonal off-peak 

times 
• Triage areas to protect 

surfers 
• Communication – 

minimize panic  
• Funding for R&D 
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• Might not get all
people to listen to by-
catch argument as
public safety is
priority

• Good interpretation
of data – don’t rely on
media reports
statistics

3. PREFERRED
MITIGATION
MEASURES: Based on
your responses from
questions 1 & 2, list
and rank your top 5
shark control
measures.

1. Drones – trial in
unprotected areas
e.g. Teewah and
River mouth

2. Pervasive education
program (residents
and visitors) e.g.
Shark Smart

3. Smart Drumlines

1. Education –
responsible personal
behaviour

2. Drones with AI – can
identify dangerous
species and Blimps
with cameras

3. Shark tagging
research to improve
education and
listening stations

4. Clever
Buoys/listening
stations

5. Down scan – sonar
detection

6. Smart Drumlines –
last resort

1. Education
2. Drones
3. Qld Smart sonar early

warning tech
4. App/smart text

warning alert
5. Personal deterrents –

government
subsidised

1. Smart drumlines –
replacing ordinary
drumlines and nets
with appropriate long-
term infrastructure for
monitoring sharks

2. Drone surveys of key
areas

3. Seasonal removal of
nets – but not
replacing with
drumlines

4. Replace nets with
ordinary drumlines

5. Eco-barriers in river
6. Swimming enclosures

in river
7. Education programs
8. Removal all program

infrastructure

1. Education/
Awareness programs
on the safety, sharing
space and
environmental
concerns – e.g.
Nipper Program as an
Entry Point run by
Surf Lifesaving Qld

2. Permanent
“SharkSmart” signage
at all beaches

3. Seasonal removal of
nets and drumlines

4. Passive monitoring
i.e. Drones and Blimps

5. SDLs – noting
environmental
conditions

4. POTENTIAL
COMPLEMENTARY
RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES: List
and rank your top 3

• Do these mitigation
methods increase
beach safety>
If a shark is caught on
a drumline does it

• Effectiveness of
drone surveillance in
detecting and
identifying marine
species and improving
surf safety

• Net removal in whale
season – including
other tech trial in a
staged
implementation

• Long-term impact on
shark populations of
SMART drumlines

• Post-release survival

• Models to determine
when to have nets
in/out

• Shark behaviour –
movement and tags
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research questions 
related to shark 
control measures and 
marine species 
protection.  

come back again to 
the area? 

• Measure acceptance
of education program
in terms of
influencing behaviour

• Effectiveness of
clever buoys in
detecting marine
species

• Impact of shark
control program on
shark behaviour

• Sonar Tech
• Targeted research

into bull shark
deterrent – non-
lethal tech

• Measure social
attitude and
behaviour change
from public education
campaign (Nippers)

• Data capture – What
types of sharks and
how many to
determine local
trends/characteristics

Group members: Rex Halverson,  
Chair NBRF 
Cr Amelia Lorentson, 
Noosa Council 
Johnathon Clark,  
Sea Shepherd 
Jan Maddin,  
Noosa Council 
Sue Codi King,  
MSQ 

Duncan Thompson, 
Director NBRF 
Cr Frank Wilkie,  
Noosa Council 
Lawrence Chlebeck, 
HSI 
Ben Broadfoot,  
OzFish 
Juanita Bloomfield, 
Tourism Noosa 
David Schoeman,  
USC 

Rod Smith,  
Director NBRF 
Cr Joe Juresivic,  
Noosa Council 
Hannah Tait, 
CEO Action for Dolphins 
Tony Isaacson, 
DiveCareDare 
Emily Lansdown, 
Surfrider SC 
Jaedon Vardon, 
OzFish 

Greg Schumann, 
Deputy Chair NBRF 
Craig Doolan,  
Noosa Council 
Maddy Golding,  
Action for Dolphins 
Grant Pawson, 
FishHeadz Noosa 
Jake Hennesy, 
MSQ 
Bonnie Holmes, 
USC 

Sharon Wright, 
NBRF 
Cr Tom Wegener, 
Noosa Council 
Leonardo Guida, 
AMCS 
Carolyn Lansdown, 
Surfrider SC 
Sophie Oliver, 
Sunshine Beach SLSC 
Javier Leon, 
USC 

Note: Ross Fisher, Noosa Heads Surf Lifesaving Club President, was invited to attend the workshop session but was unable to attend.
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AGENDA 

8.45am Arrival - Tea and coffee. 

9.00am Official opening by Noosa Mayor Clare Stewart 

9.15am Introduction & outline of Symposium process 

• NBRF Facilitator, Greg Schumann

9.30am Stakeholder Presentations – 10mins each 

How does the community use the space? 

• Noosa Surf Club President, Ross Fisher

• Surfrider Sunshine Coast, Emily Lansdown

• OzFish Noosa, Jaedon Vardon

10.00am What are the potential effects of a SCP trial on marine species? 

• Tourism Noosa Head of Tourism Sustainability, Juanita Terry-Bloomfield

• DiveCareDare, Tony Isaacson

10.20am What are the potential effects of a SCP trial on marine species? 

• Action for Dolphins CEO, Hannah Tait

• Humane Society International, Lawrence Chlebeck

10.40am Morning Tea 

11.00am Research Experts’ Presentations 

• A/Prof Charlie Huveneers – Marine Species Sustainability, personal deterrents

• Prof David Schoeman, USC – shark net entanglement

• Dr Javier Leon, USC – drone technology

11.30am Qld Shark Control Program – Dr Tracey Scott-Holland 

12.00pm Lunch 

12.40pm Workshops to determine shark control options  

Co-facilitators: Dr Charlie Huveneers and Dr Daryl McPhee 

Delegates break into groups to identify options and develop recommendations 

1.40pm Groups present their findings/solutions – 10mins each 

2.30pm Afternoon Tea 

2.45pm Summary of key priority areas and next steps forward. 

• Dr Daryl McPhee – workshop outcomes overview

• Greg Schumann – event overview and next steps

3.00 Event close 
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LIST OF ATTENDEES 
A range of key stakeholders were invited to attend including governmental agencies, local council staff and 

councillors, research agencies, university experts, conservation groups and state and federal politicians. 

Organisation Name Position 
Action for Dolphins Hannah Tait CEO 

Action for Dolphins Maddy Golding Campaigns Officer 

Australian Marine Conservation Society Leonardo Guida Shark Scientist and Spokesperson 

Bond University Dr Daryl McPhee Academic, Faculty of Society and Design 

Dept Agriculture & Fisheries, Shark 

Control Program 

Dr Tracey Scott-Holland 

(attended for 

presentation only) 

Research & Policy Coordinator Qld Shark 

Control Program 

DiveCareDare Tony Isaacson Director 

Flinders University A/Prof Charlie 

Huveneers 

Southern Shark Ecology Group Leader 

Humane Society International Lawrence Chlebeck Marine Campaigner 

Maritime Safety Queensland Jake Hennessy Noosa River Marine Officer 

Maritime Safety Queensland Sue Codi King Manager, Waterway Operations 

Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Greg Schumann Facilitator and Deputy Chair 

Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Rex Halverson Chair 

Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Duncan Thompson Director 

Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Rod Smith Director 

Noosa Council Mayor Clare Stewart Noosa Mayor 

Noosa Council Cr Tom Wegener Noosa Councillor 

Noosa Council Cr Frank Wilkie Deputy Mayor 

Noosa Council Cr Amelia Lorentson Noosa Councillor 

Noosa Council Cr Joe Jurescivic Noosa Councillor 

Noosa Council Craig Doolan Environmental Services Manager 

Noosa Council Jan Maddin Environment Officer (Rivers and Coast) 

Noosa FishHeadz Grant Pawson Creative Director 

Noosa Heads Surf Lifesaving Club Ross Fisher President 

Noosa Heads Surf Lifesaving Club Byron Mills General Manager 

OzFish Ben Broadfoot Noosa Chapter President 

OzFish Jaeden Vardon Noosa Chapter PhD Research Student 

Sea Shepherd Australia Jonathan Clark Apex Harmony Coordinator 

Sunshine Beach Surf Lifesaving Club Sophie Oliver Lifesaving Director 

Sunshine Coast Council (OBSERVER) Raeleen Draper Environmental Operations Senior Project 

Officer 

Sunshine Coast Council (OBSERVER) Dr Simone Bosshard Coastal Projects and Permits Officer 

Surfrider Sunshine Coast Carolyn Landsdown Secretary 

Tourism Noosa Juanita Bloomfield Head of Tourism Sustainability 

University of the Sunshine Coast Dr Bonnie Holmes Tiger Shark Expert 

University of the Sunshine Coast Prof David Schoeman Shark entanglement 

University of the Sunshine Coast Dr Javier Leon Drones & Shark detection 
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PRESENTER BIOS 

Greg Schumann, Symposium Facilitator 
and Deputy Chair, NBRF 

Dr Charlie Huveneers, Flinders University 
and Symposium Co-Facilitator 

Dr Daryl McPhee, Bond University 
and Symposium Co-Facilitator 

Greg is currently the Director of Green Mobility for 

ENGIE Services, Australia and New Zealand. He works 

in ENGIE’s Better Cities division focused on green 

energy provision for sustainable development of the 

urban environment. 

He lives at Castaways Beach and is a patrolling 

member of the Noosa Surf Lifesaving Club, IRB Driver 

and in previous years Surf Live Saving jet ski regional 

patrol (North Shore to Peregian). 

Greg is a Director and Deputy Chair of the Noosa 

Biosphere Reserve Foundation. 

A/Prof Huveneers leads the Southern Shark Ecology Group 

within the Marine & Coastal Research Consortium at Flinders 

University. The Southern Shark Ecology Group delivers high 

quality research on the biology, ecology, and population status 

of chondrichthyans, as well as assessments of their 

vulnerability to fishing pressure, interactions with humans and 

related public perception.  

Charlie has over 15-years experience working on sharks and 

rays, and was one of the first to scientifically test the efficacy 

of personal shark deterrents. Over the last 10 years, Charlie 

has led multiple studies related to shark bite mitigation 

measures on a broad range of species (white sharks, bull 

sharks, and blacktip reef sharks) and across various locations 

around the world, including Australia, New Caledonia, South 

Africa, and French Polynesia. 

Dr Daryl McPhee’s recent work has focussed on 

unprovoked shark bite, which is a high profile and 

expanding area of research. He continues to work on 

broader issues of environmental impact in the coastal 

zone, including port developments, desalination, and 

coastal infrastructure.  

Daryl has a long history of fisheries research and was 

previously a Director of the Fisheries Research and 

Development Corporation. 
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Ross Fisher, President, Noosa Heads Surf Club 

Emily Landsdown, Surfrider Sunshine Coast 

Ben Broadfoot & Jaedon Vardon, 
OzFish Noosa Chapter 

Surfrider is an international foundation based on the 

principles of CARE; Conservation, Activism, Research and 

Education.  There are 18 branches throughout 

Australia.  Surfrider Sunshine Coast (SSC) looks after the 

pristine coastline from Caloundra to Noosa and on to Double 

Island Point. Their main local campaign is the award-winning 

Clean Up Double Island Weekend, attracting an average of 

200 volunteers consistently removing more than 5T off this 

paradise every year.  

Emily Lansdown is a Marine Biologist and Environmental 

Scientist who grew up on the Sunshine Coast.  She has been 

an active member of Surfrider for many years.  Data gathered 

from a survey Emily developed will provide some insight into 

the local surfers understanding of Shark Control measures 

used on the Sunshine Coast. 

 

Emily Lansdown is a Marine Biologist and Environmental

Scientist who grew up on the Sunshine Coast. She has been

an active member of Surfrider for many years. Data gathered

from a survey Emily developed will provide some insight into

the local surfers understanding of Shark Control measures

used on the Sunshine Coast.

The Noosa Heads Surf Lifesaving Club has been 

patrolling and saving lives for over 90 years. NHSLSC 

offers a range of community education programs for 

individuals, schools and corporate organisations 

through their Life Saving and Nippers courses.  

Ross Fisher is a Life Member, current President and 

Chairman of the Sponsorship Committee, Ross has 

held a variety of positions in the Club in addition to 

being a Masters Competitor. 

Jaedon Vardon completed his honours research with the 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries investigating 

depredation within line fisheries in southeast Queensland and 

has experienced firsthand the impact sharks are having on 

commercial, charter and recreational fishing, not only in 

Noosa, but throughout southeast Queensland.  

Over the next 3 years he will be completing a PhD looking 

further into the issue of shark interactions with fishing 

throughout Queensland in order to better understand the 

problem, the species involved and investigating appropriate 

strategies to manage the issue. 

He is currently conducting shark research in the Whitsundays. 
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Juanita Terry-Bloomfield, Tourism Noosa 

Tony Isaacson, DiveCareDare 

Hannah Tait, CEO, Action for Dolphins 

Juanita is responsible for the environment and 

sustainability portfolio for Tourism Noosa. The primary 

accountability for this role is to enhance the 

environmental and cultural capability of Noosa’s 

tourism industry, which then contributes to improved 

environmental outcomes for the region, community and 

visitors.  

Juanita has also represented Noosa and the Sunshine 

Coast on the Adventure Queensland board in the role of 

President, and the Noosa World Surfing Reserve 

Committee. 

Tony is a Diving Naturalist, PADI Instructor, Teacher and 

Public Speaker. He is a passionate advocate for sharks, 

sustainability and eco-tourism, and volunteers for Reef 

Check with a custodial role for the Grey Nurse Shark 

Watch in Australia between Fish Rock Cave, NSW 

and Wolf Rock, Queensland. 

Tony has logged over 3,000 dives in more than 20 

countries around the world and explored marine 

diversity in the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic Oceans. 

He holds a BSc Dip Ed focused in Ecology & Biological 

Sciences from Flinders University. 

Hannah joined AFD in 2017 following her passion to 

protect marine life. After working in donor relations, 

communications, campaign execution, and operations 

Hannah moved into the CEO position in 2021. Hannah 

is excited to expand AFD's efforts and achieve major 

goals for dolphins, including ending dolphin hunting 

and removing lethal shark nets. 

Hannah has a Master of Global Media Communications 

from the University of Melbourne and a Bachelor of 

International and Global Studies at the University of 

Sydney. 
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Lawrence Chlebeck, Marine Campaigner 
Humane Society International 

 

 

 

 
Prof David Schoeman, University of the  
Sunshine Coast 

 

 

 
Dr Javier Leon, University of the Sunshine Coast 

 

 

 

 

A marine ecologist specialising in conservation, 

research and outreach, Lawrence has spent years 

working with wildlife, the ocean and the public to 

engender sustainable relationships between them. He 

has worked as a field biologist, environmental 

consultant, naturalist and project coordinator. 

 

Lawrence holds a BA from the University of San Diego, 

and an MSc from James Cook University. His work at 

HSI is currently focused on shark welfare and 

protection, specifically in regards to culling and control 

programs, overexploitation, and international 

protection. 

 

Dr Dave Schoeman is a quantitative ecologist whose 

research focuses on identifying and quantifying 

ecological consequences of climate change at scales 

from the very local to global, and on designing strategies 

to minimise the loss of ecosystem services. 

He contributes to several international collaborations 

with the aim of developing numerical methods for 

predicting the rearrangement of marine ecological 

communities under climate change, and for including 

this knowledge into marine conservation planning 

initiatives. Shark net entanglement is key area of focus 

for Dr Schoeman’s current research. 

Dr Javier Leon is a geographer with broad interests in 

geomorphology and is particularly interested in the 

study and management of coastal systems including 

sandy beaches and coral reefs. He has developed and 

collaborated in multidisciplinary research projects 

combining field data, geospatial techniques and 

modelling in study sites across the Great Barrier Reef 

and Eastern coast of Australia and Pacific Islands.  

 

His aim is to answer questions related to links between 

morphology, ecology and management in the current 

changing climate and sea-level rise context.  
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Policy Coordinator, Shark Control Program,  
Queensland Department of Agriculture and  
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Dr Tracey Scott-Holland leads the $1 million per year 

program of research and trials of alternative shark 

mitigation technology for the Department of Agriculture 

and Fisheries. Current key projects include the SharkSmart 

drone trial, research into the prevalence and behaviour of 

sharks in the Whitsundays, and a behaviour change project 

for safe swimming in the Whitsundays. Tracey has 

previously worked in strategic compliance planning and 

policy roles within Fisheries Queensland.  

  

Tracey completed a Doctor of Philosophy and a Bachelor of 

Science (Honours) at the University of Queensland in the 

field of marine fish parasitology and stress physiology.   
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Target shark species

Of more than 100 shark species known to inhabit Queensland coastal waterways, 
19 are on the Queensland target shark species list (the list is currently under review).
Target sharks caught on equipment are humanely euthanised. 
Non-target sharks and other marine species are released alive if possible.
Inside the Commonwealth Great Barrier Reef Marine Park all animals are released alive 
wherever possible. Bull, tiger and white sharks are tagged prior to release if possible and 
relocated away from the site of capture.
Genetic samples are taken of from all deceased sharks captured in the program to 
contribute to ongoing research.  

Key target species

Tiger shark 
Galeocerdo cuvier

Bull whaler shark
Carcharhinus leucas

White shark
Carcharodon carcharias

Equipment (drumlines and nets)
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APPENDIX 2  

 

Target shark catch - NoosaEquipment (drumlines and nets)

Target Shark catch in the SCP from 2016-2020 in the Noosa region.

Species Noosa Main 
Beach

Sunshine 
Beach

Sunrise 
Beach

North 
Peregian 

Beach

Glen Eden 
Beach

Peregian 
Beach

Total

DRUMLINE CATCH
Bull Whaler 2 2 4
Dusky Whaler 1 1
Long Nose Whaler 2 2 1 5

Mako 1 1 1 3
Pigeye Whaler 1 1
Sandbar Whaler 2 2

Tiger Shark 27 8 3 2 5 3 48
White Shark 1 1 2

NET CATCH
Bull Whaler 16 16
Dusky Whaler 4 4
Great Hammerhead 20 20

Long Nose Whaler 29 29

Sandbar Whaler 2 2

Tiger Shark 2 2
Total 106 10 5 3 9 6 139
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APPENDIX 3  

 

Non-Target Catch - NoosaNon-target marine life

Non-target catch in the SCP from 2016-2020 in the Noosa Shire.
Species Noosa Main 

Beach
Sunshine 
Beach

Sunrise 
Beach

North 
Peregian 
Beach

Glen Eden 
Beach

Peregian 
Beach

Grand Total

DRUMLINE CATCH
Bottlenose Dolphin 1 1
Loggerhead Turtle 1 1
Manta Ray 1 1
Snapper 1 1 2
Sweetlip 1 1

NET CATCH
Australian Hb Dolphin 1 1
Bird 2 2
Bottlenose Dolphin 1 1
Common Dolphin 2 2
Cownose Ray 5 5
Devilray * 8 8
Eagle Ray * 7 7
Green Turtle 1 1
Grey Nurse Shark 1 1
Humpback Whale 2 2
Loggerhead Turtle 1 1
Manta Ray 4 4
Ray 1 1
Scalloped Hammerhead 7 7
Sea Snake 1 1
Shovelnosed Ray * 1 1
Tuna 7 7
Unknown Shark 1 1
Weasel Shark 2 2
White-Spotted Eagle 1 1
Grand Total 57 1 1 1 2 0 62


