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WELCOME

From the Chair

The Noosa Biosphere Reserve connects us internationally with more than 750
biosphere reserves across 138 countries through the World Network of Biosphere
Reserves. Together, we are protecting five percent of the planet. 

Biosphere reserve designation doesn’t just happen. It’s a status that is earned and
reviewed every 10 years (Noosa is looking towards re-designation in 2027).

We all have a role to play. And today we celebrate those who have demonstrated an
outstanding commitment to conserving our place sustainably – socially, culturally,
environmentally and economically.

Thank you for joining us in recognising the positive contributions of the 2025 Noosa
Biosphere Awards entrants. Congratulations to all and good luck to the Finalists. 

Fiona Berkin
Chair, Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation

Welcome to the 5  annual Noosa Biosphere
Awards! 

th

Today is a celebration of our community and
environment. As a UNESCO designated
biosphere reserve, the Noosa Shire is a special
place where we demonstrate our community
commitment to maintaining a balance between
people and nature.

As one of only five biosphere reserves in
Australia, our UNESCO status holds national
significance. 
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4.30pm
Pre-ceremony Networking

Entertainment, refreshments, community stands

5.30pm Doors open & seated

5.45pm 
Welcome to Country

Our Noosa Biosphere presentation

6.15pm Emcee Welcome - Prof. Ian Lowe

6.20pm

Noosa Biosphere Awards 2025 Finalists & Winners:
Thriving Nature Award

Sustainable Business of the Year
Smart Biosphere Award

Social Impact Award
Environmental Steward Award

7.20pm Community Acknowledgement - Sandy Bolton MP

7.30-8pm The J bar open

ORDER

Of Events
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ABOUT

Noosa Biosphere Awards

The Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation is proud to present the
Noosa Biosphere Awards. We celebrate our biosphere reserve
status by engaging, inspiring, and facilitating partners and
community to promote a balance between people and nature. We
are a not-for-profit organisation, established by Noosa Council
(2015), to progress the global aims of the UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere Programme in the Noosa Biosphere Reserve (the Noosa
Shire).

The 5th annual Noosa Biosphere Awards celebrate community and
environmental excellence in the Noosa Shire. The Awards
recognise the people, businesses and organisations championing
social inclusion, environmental stewardship and sustainability, and
those making a positive impact in our community.

Noosa Biosphere Reserve
Foundation
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HOW DO YOU VALUE THE NOOSA BIOSPHERE?
Tell us what’s important to you and how you want to hear
from us. Your feedback will help inform how we develop
our future work and ways for you to get involved. 
Click here to take the survey or scan the QR code.

https://fj61nwxjrq9.typeform.com/to/lpCMFhhK


SUPPORT

The Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation facilitates new research
and projects that enhance biodiversity and promote sustainable living
in the Noosa region. You can support our work by helping to grow
seed funding for new projects and research. Become a Noosa
Biosphere Guardian by donating to support our mission.

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Visit www.noosabiosphere.org.au/donate or use the QR code below.

the Noosa Biosphere
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EMCEE

Prof. Ian Lowe AO

Ian Lowe AO is an emeritus professor at Griffith University, where he was

previously Head of the School of Science, and a Fellow of the Australian Academy

of Technology and Engineering. He has published widely and filled a wide range of

advisory roles for all levels of government. He chaired the advisory council that

produced in 1996 the first independent national report on the state of the

environment. 

Among many awards are the Prime Minister’s Environmental Award for Outstanding

Individual Achievement, the Queensland Premier’s Millennium Award for Excellence

in Science and the International Academy of Sciences, Health and Ecology’s Gold

Medal for contributions to sustainable futures.
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PRESENTATION

Our Noosa Biosphere
For the first time, the Noosa Biosphere Awards Ceremony will open with a special
presentation titled Our Noosa Biosphere. This unique storytelling moment will
reflect on our history, celebrate the present, and look to the future through the
voices of local leaders and community champions.

Featuring:
• Kabi Kabi Tribal Link
• Tony Wellington – President, Noosa Parks Association
• Prof. Ian Lowe – Board Member, Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation
• Phil Moran – Environmental Steward
• Peppie Simpson – WhaleSongs Noosa Charters
• Noosa Mayor Frank Wilkie - Noosa Council
• Jarrah Small – Youth Conservationist



FINALISTS 

SMART BIOSPHERE AWARD
Sponsored by Noosa Council 

EnergyFlex
Mineral Fox 
UniSC Indicators of
Conservation Success
UniSC Koala Vaccine

SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR 
Sponsored by Tourism Noosa

Eastwell Farms
Laguna Pest Control 
Karla Enterprises
Pottery for the Planet

SOCIAL IMPACT AWARD
Supported by Kabi Kabi Peoples
Aboriginal Corporation

Rise & Thrive – Janelle Parsons
Seahorse Inclusion Foundation
Zero Emissions Noosa
Noosa Surf Lifesaving Club

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARD
AWARD (under 30)
Sponsored by UniSC

Chaka Wood
Gene Young
Spencer Hitchen

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARD
AWARD (over 30)
Sponsored by UniSC

Anne Kennedy
Paul Ryan 
Beverly Hand

THRIVING NATURE AWARD
Sponsored by Noosa4Sale

Noosa and District Landcare
Group, Noosa Koala Connect
QLD Fire & Biodiversity
UniSC Bull Shark Program
Tourism Noosa, Plastic Free Noosa
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Judging Panel
Thank you to our volunteer judging panel for dedicating your
time and energy into assessing all entries and finalists.

Judy Castledine
Former Director
Noosa Biosphere
Reserve Foundation 

2025

Rex Halverson
Former Chair
Noosa Biosphere
Reserve Foundation

Jarrah Small
Conservationist, 
Youth Advocate,
2022 Awards Winner

Cr Amelia Lorentson
Noosa Council

Linda Venables
Former Director
Noosa Biosphere
Reserve Foundation

Jordan Vance
Economic Development 
Noosa Council
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THE NOOSA BIOSPHERE RESERVE FOUNDATION THANKS ITS SPONSORS:

EVENT SPONSOR

AWARD SPONSORS

(CATEGORY SUPPORTER)


