
Noosa: A UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

What makes  
    Noosa unique
Noosa sits within a globally rare ecological 

zone known as the McPherson-Macleay 

Overlap. This means Noosa is:

– At the southern end of sub-tropical species

– At the northern end of temperate species

– At the eastern end of many inland species

– Plus out to 3km offshore.

Result: an exceptional concentration of 

species and habitats within a very small 

geographic area. This is unmatched  

anywhere in Australia.

Here’s how we share responsibility.
WHY IT MATTERS: The Noosa Biosphere Reserve 

protects one of Australia’s most biologically rich landscapes, 

while supporting thriving communities, sustainable 

development and a shared responsibility to care for place.

Here in the Noosa Biosphere Reserve, 
community and conservation is celebrated 
and carefully managed. This is a place 
where people, nature and knowledge 
coexist. Where daily life is shaped by care 
for place, connection to community and 
respect for our natural limits.

An immersed life.

Migratory bird
species protected under 

international agreements

35

Rare or threatened
Species listed under 

the Queensland Nature 

Conservation Act

66

Native animal species recorded
  including iconic and regionally significant species

637

of the Shire is 
protected across:

National Parks
Conservation Parks

State Forests
Lakes and waterways

42%

Nationally significant wetlands: 
Lake Weyba; and 1 of only 2 everglade 

systems in the world: Noosa River.

Land meets sea 
A critical ocean migration corridor
Part of an international marine migration pathway. 

Supports the annual migration of ~18,000 humpback 

whales. Some whales rest with calves in Noosa’s bays 

during their southern journey.

Abundant biodiversity

Noosa Biosphere     

Sub-tropical 
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Marine 
    Species

doing ok
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endangeredof concern

distinct ecosystemsExtraordinary diversity with 65

First biosphere 
region in QLD

Designated 
in 2007

Redesignation 
due in 2027

What is Heath?
Heathlands are low-growing 

native shrub communities 

that grow on sandy, rocky  

or waterlogged soils.  

They are some of the most 

biodiverse ecosystems in 

Noosa. Where are they?

Montane 
(Mountain) 
Heath

Mt Tinbeerwah and other  
hinterland mountains along  
Noosa–Cooroy Road.

Wet  
Heath

Located on coastal lowlands and around 
lake systems, including Noosa National Park 
(Girraween, Sunrise Beach), Lake Weyba 
(Marcus Beach / Hawthorn Park), Noosa North 
Shore (Arthur Harrold Nature Refuge), Upper 
Noosa River and lake systems.

Dry  
Heath

Found on coastal dunes and headlands, 
including Noosa Headland, Sunshine Beach 
(McAnally Drive, Dame Patti Drive), Marcus  
High Dunes (Marcus Beach).

Annual humpback 
whale migration

   

Temperate 
   Species

~18,000

Native plant species
including Key’s Boronia, Noosa’s floral emblem 

Endemic to the Cooloola region

2224

Kin Kin

Como

Boreen 
Point

Lake
Cootharaba

Noosa  River

Cooroibah
Pomona

Cooran

Black 
Mountain

Cooroy

Lake
Macdonald

Tewantin

Noosa
North
Shore

Noosaville

 Lake 
Weyba

Sunshine
Beach

Peregian
Beach

Noosa
Heads

Lake 

Cooroib
ah

Bird species
nearly 50% of all  

Australian bird species

343

Give your time

Volunteer with local  

conservation, community and 

research initiatives protecting  

our biosphere.

Donate where it matters

Support our projects that work  

to conserve Noosa’s land, water 

and wildlife and keep our 

UNESCO status alive.

Learn and stay informed

Build your understanding of  

your Noosa Biosphere – and  

how your everyday choices  

shape our environment.

Tread lightly, every day

Reduce waste, save water  

and energy, and respect our 

natural spaces and wildlife.

Choose local businesses  

and products that share a 

commitment to caring  

for place.

Buy local and sustainable

Fauna 
species

73
nationally  

protected under 

Commonwealth 

legislation

Species-rich forests, wetlands, heathlands and coastal systems across the Shire.

   Inland 
     Species

How biosphere reserves work
A biosphere is made up of three interconnected zones:

Core Area
National parks and protected waters, 
primarily for conservation and research

Buffer Area
Public and private land supporting 
sustainable use and conservation

Transition Zone
Where most people live, work and  
do business

McPherson- 
Macleay  
Overlap

On Kabi Kabi 
Country

The Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation 

works to maintain the UNESCO Noosa 

Biosphere Reserve status. Learn more at 

www.noosabiosphere.org.au

Nature is always evolving, just like the Noosa Biosphere. Statistics correct at the time of printing. 


