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2026 NOOSA BIOSPHERE AWARDS 

Category 1 Information & Entry Guide 

 

Environmental Steward Award (Individual – over school age) 

Use this guide to help prepare a strong entry or nomination. It explains eligibility, what the judges are looking for, useful 
links and practical tips. Your official entry must still be submitted through the online Awards entry form. 

 

At a glance 

Who can enter Individuals over school age. 

Entry type Self-nomination or third-party nomination. 

Recognises 
Outstanding individuals who demonstrate leadership, stewardship and long-term 
contribution to the Noosa Biosphere through environmental, social, cultural or 
sustainability initiatives. 

Noosa connection The individuals, program, activities or specific initiative must operate within or benefit the 
Noosa Biosphere Reserve (Noosa Shire) and its community. 

Recent activity 
Relevant activities or projects must have been undertaken or active within the past 12 
months. 

UNESCO alignment The entry must address at least one UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) objective. 

Main response One response of up to 400 words, using the judging prompts as a guide. 

 

Before you begin 

• Check that Category 1 is the right award. If the nominee is school-aged, use the Emerging Custodian Award instead. 
• If you are nominating someone else, tell them before submitting. The final entry form asks whether the nominee has 

been notified. 
• Read the 2026 Award Entry Rules and Terms & Conditions before preparing your response. 
• Read about the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme and identify which objective(s) best match the person’s 

work. 
• Draft your answers in the downloadable Word worksheet first. The online form may not allow you to save and return 

later, so drafting offline protects your work and makes it easy to copy and paste your final response. 
• Gather supporting material before you start the online form: relevant photos, a short video, testimonials and useful 

media or website links. 
• Leave time for a final edit. A clear, specific 400-word response will usually be stronger than trying to include every 

achievement. 
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Key dates 

Date Milestone 

Thursday 20 August 2026 Entries open 

Monday 21 September 2026 Entries close (check the published online closing time) 

Thursday 15 October 2026 Finalists announced at Green Drinks 

Thursday 12 November 2026 Winners announced at the Noosa Biosphere Awards 
ceremony, The J Noosa 

 

Understanding the UNESCO MAB objectives 

You do not need to be a UNESCO expert. The important thing is to show how the individual’s real work in Noosa 
connects to at least one of the objectives below. In the online form you will select all that apply. 

• Conservation: Protecting biodiversity, species and ecosystem services. 
• Sustainable development: Helping build a sustainable, healthy and equitable society and a thriving economy in 

harmony with the biosphere reserve. 
• Learning: Supporting biodiversity and sustainability science, research, education for sustainable development 

and/or sharing knowledge across networks. 
• Climate: Supporting mitigation and adaptation to climate change and other aspects of global environmental change. 

TIP: Do more than tick an objective in your written entry response. In your 400-word answer, name the objective/s and give 
a concrete example of how the person’s actions contribute to it. 

 

How to build a strong 400-word response 

The main question asks: Why is this person worthy of a Noosa Biosphere Environmental Steward Award? 

Use the prompts in the entry form as a guide. You do not need to answer them as separate mini-questions. A strong 
response should tell one clear story about the person’s contribution and back it up with examples. 

 

What to address What makes the response stronger 

Overall contribution + UNESCO alignment Explain what the person actually does and who or what 
benefits. Make the link to one or more MAB objectives 
explicit. 
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What to address What makes the response stronger 

Stewardship Show ongoing care, responsibility and action. This could 
include volunteering, advocacy, education, conservation, 
cultural stewardship, sustainable practice or bringing 
people together around positive change. 

Leadership and mentoring Give examples of how they have led, influenced, 
encouraged or supported others – not just the title or 
position they hold. 

Stakeholder engagement Show the breadth and quality of their involvement across 
community groups, organisations, sectors or networks. 
Name partners where this strengthens the example. 

Recognition Include relevant awards, acknowledgements or 
community recognition, but only where it adds evidence 
to the story. 

Measurable impact Use numbers, outcomes, observations, survey results, 
testimonials or other evidence wherever possible. Be 
specific about what changed because of their 
contribution. 

 

A simple way to structure the 400 words 

1. Opening: In one or two sentences, say who the person is and the strongest reason they deserve recognition. 
2. Contribution and stewardship: Describe their most important work and how it supports Noosa Biosphere and the 

relevant UNESCO objective(s). 
3. Leadership and engagement: Show how they bring others with them, mentor, collaborate or influence positive action. 
4. Impact and evidence: Finish with the strongest outcomes, measurable results or recognition that demonstrates their 

contribution. 

Important balance: Though this category can recognise long-term contribution, eligibility also requires relevant activity 
within the past 12 months. It is useful to briefly show the person’s wider track record while anchoring the entry in recent 
work and impact. 

 

Writing tips 

• Use specific examples rather than broad praise such as “passionate”, “amazing” or “committed” without evidence. 
• Choose the strongest examples rather than trying to list everything the person has ever done. 
• Write for judges who may not know the person or organisation. Explain acronyms and local project names. 
• If you are nominating another person, write with confidence but stay factual. Where possible, verify dates, results and 

claims with the nominee. 
• Use plain English and active language: what did they do, who did they work with, what changed, and why does it 

matter to Noosa? 
• Proofread your final draft and check the word count before copying it into the online entry form. 
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Past finalists and winners – examples for inspiration 

The Environmental Steward recognition has evolved over recent years. In 2025 it was presented in separate under-30 and 
over-30 streams; in 2026, Category 1 brings individuals over school age together under one Environmental Steward Award 
and separating those still at school into a new category ‘Emerging Custodian Award’. Past recognition shows the broad 
range of people who can demonstrate stewardship, leadership and positive impact. 

 

 

Year Winners Other finalists 

2025 Chaka Wood (Under 30) 
Paul Ryan (Over 30) 

Gene Young, Spencer Hitchen, Anne 
Kennedy, Beverly Hand 

2024 Spencer Hitchen (Young 
Environmental Steward) 
Philip Moran (Environmental 
Steward) 

Millie Toy, Carolyn Lansdown, Nick 
Cooke, Paul Ryan 

Remember: Past finalists and winners are examples only. The 2026 criteria are the source of truth, and each entry will be 
assessed on its own merit against the current category requirements. 

 

Explore past finalists and winners: Noosa Biosphere Awards – past finalists and winners  |  2025 Winners 
announcement  |  2025 Finalists announcement 

 

Supporting evidence 

The entry form gives you the option to add supporting material. Use it to reinforce the written response, not replace it. 
Relevant examples include: 

• a short video 
• third-party testimonials 
• links to relevant media coverage or websites 
• photos 

TIP: Only include material that helps the judges understand the person’s contribution or impact. A few strong, relevant 
items are more useful than a large volume of material. 

 

Useful links before you enter 

• 2026 Noosa Biosphere Awards – categories, key dates and entry information 
• Noosa Biosphere Reserve and UNESCO MAB 
• UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme 
• Award Entry Rules & Terms and Conditions 
• Noosa Biosphere Awards 2025 Highlights video 

https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-winners-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-winners-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-finalists-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/about/noosa-biosphere-reserve-and-mab/
https://www.unesco.org/en/mab/about
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Noosa_Biosphere_Awards_2026_Entry_Rules_TCs_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_ONiWlTse8
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Need help? 

If you are unsure about eligibility, the correct category or the entry process, contact the Noosa Biosphere Awards team 
before submitting: awards@noosabiosphere.org.au 

mailto:awards@noosabiosphere.org.au
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