2026 NOOSA BIOSPHERE AWARDS

Category 5 Information & Entry Guide

Smart Biosphere Award

Use this guide to help prepare a strong entry for the Smart Biosphere Award. It explains eligibility, what the judges are
looking for, useful links and practical tips. Your official entry must still be submitted through the online Awards entry form.

At a glance

Who can enter

Businesses, organisations, community groups and project
teams.

Entry type Self-nomination only.

Innovation, technology and creative solutions that contribute

Recognises to a smarter, more sustainable and resilient Noosa

Biosphere.

Noosa connection

The innovation or initiative must operate within or directly
benefit the Noosa Biosphere Reserve (Noosa Shire).

Recent activity

The innovation or initiative must have been developed,
trialled, implemented or active within the past 12 months.

UNESCO alignment

The entry must address at least one UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) objective.

Main response

One response of up to 400 words, using the judging prompts
as a guide.

Before you begin

Check that Category 5 is the right award. This category is best suited where the main strength of the entry is a new,
creative or different activity, approach, technology, system or idea. If the core purpose is habitat, species or
ecosystem restoration/protection, consider the Thriving Nature Award; if the focus is whole-of-business sustainability
practice, consider the Sustainable Business Award.

Make sure you are authorised to submit the entry on behalf of the business, organisation, community group or project
team.

Read the 2026 Award Entry Rules and Terms & Conditions before preparing your response.

Read about the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme and identify which objective(s) best match the
innovation or initiative.

Draft the 400-word response in the downloadable Word worksheet first. The online form may not allow you to save
and return later, so drafting offline protects your work and makes it easy to copy and paste the final response.

Gather supporting material before you start the online form: relevant photos, a short video, testimonials, reports, trial
results, data, surveys and useful media or website links.

Think about what makes the solution genuinely “smart”. Innovation does not have to mean expensive or highly
technical. A practical process, new partnership model, creative use of data, improved system or simple solution can
be innovative if it addresses a real problem in a useful way.

Be ready to show implementation. The judges will want to understand what has actually been developed, trialled,
tested or put into practice in the past 12 months - not just the idea itself.
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e |dentify evidence of impact or efficiency. Useful examples might include time or cost savings, reduced waste or
resource use, improved environmental outcomes, participation or uptake, better data, stronger decision-making,
behaviour change or another measurable result.

e Think beyond the current project. The entry asks whether the solution can be improved, scaled, shared or replicated
elsewhere, so explain its future potential realistically.

e Leavetime for afinal edit. A clear 400-word response that explains the challenge, innovation and results will usually
be stronger than a highly technical description that does not show why the solution matters.

Key dates
Date Milestone
Thursday 20 August 2026 Entries open
Monday 21 September 2026 Entries close (check the published online closing time)
Thursday 15 October 2026 Finalists announced at Green Drinks

Winners announced at the Noosa Biosphere Awards

Th 12N 202
LIELLY oYemkerzn2e ceremony, The J Noosa

Understanding the UNESCO MAB objectives

You do not need to be a UNESCO expert. The important thing is to show how the innovation or initiative connects to at
least one of the objectives below through real action and outcomes in the Noosa Biosphere. In the online form you will
select all that apply.

e Conservation: Protecting biodiversity, species and ecosystem services.

e Sustainable development: Helping build a sustainable, healthy and equitable society and a thriving economy in
harmony with the biosphere reserve.

e Learning: Supporting biodiversity and sustainability science, research, education for sustainable development and/or
sharing knowledge across networks.

e Climate: Supporting mitigation and adaptation to climate change and other aspects of global environmental change.

TIP: Do more than tick an objective in the written entry response. In the 400-word answer, name the objective/s and give a
concrete example of how the innovation or initiative contributes to it.

How to build a strong 400-word response

The main question asks: Why is this innovation, activity or initiative worthy of a Noosa Biosphere Smart Biosphere Award?

Use the prompts in the entry form as a guide. You do not need to answer them as separate mini-questions. A strong
response should tell one clear story: the challenge, what is innovative about the solution, how it has been putinto
practice and the difference it has made.

What to address What makes the response stronger

Explain what the initiative does, who or what benefits, and
Overall contribution + UNESCO alignment why it matters to the Noosa Biosphere. Make the link to one or
more MAB objectives explicit.

Clearly describe the environmental, social, cultural or
sustainability problem being addressed. Give enough context
for judges to understand why a different or improved solution
was needed.

Challenge
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What to address What makes the response stronger \

Innovation

Explain exactly what is new, creative or different about the
activity, approach, technology or idea. Avoid simply calling
something innovative - show what distinguishes it from
business-as-usual.

Implementation tested or putinto practice in the past 12 months. Include key

Describe how the solution has been developed, trialled,

stages, users, partners or lessons learned where relevant.

Impact community and/or environment. Explain what changed

Show the positive outcomes created for the Noosa Biosphere

because the solution was used.

Measurable results / efficiency savings, performance improvements, feedback, monitoring

Use data, trial results, participation, uptake, resource

or other evidence where possible.

Potential or replicated. Be realistic about what would be needed and

Explain how the solution could be improved, scaled, shared

where it could add value next.

A simple way to structure the 400 words

1.

Opening: In one or two sentences, introduce the initiative, the challenge it addresses and the strongest reason it
deserves recognition.

Innovation + UNESCO alignment: Explain what is new, creative or different and how the solution contributes to the
relevant UNESCO objective(s).

Implementation + impact: Show what has actually been developed, trialled or implemented in the past 12 months
and the difference it has made.

Evidence + future potential: Finish with the strongest measurable results and explain how the solution could be
improved, scaled, shared or replicated.

Important balance: The judges are looking for innovation that creates useful outcomes, not innovation for its own sake. A
solution does not need to be high-tech or large-scale to be competitive. What matters is that the entry can clearly show a

real challenge, a genuinely different or creative response, practical implementation and positive impact. Relevant
development, trialling, implementation or activity must also have occurred within the past 12 months.

Writing tips

Consider starting with the problem, not the product. Judges need to understand the need before they can appreciate
why the solution is smart.

Explain the innovation in plain English. If the entry uses specialist technology, science or technical language, explain
what it does and why it is useful.

Try and not rely on words such as “innovative”, “ground-breaking” or “unique” without evidence. Describe what is
actually different.

Show where the idea has moved into action. A trial, pilot, prototype, implementation, user uptake or practical
application makes the story stronger.

Use measurable evidence where possible: energy or water saved, waste avoided, time or cost efficiencies,
participation, adoption, data collected, improved accuracy, behaviour change or environmental/social outcomes.

If the initiative involved partners, explain their role and what collaboration enabled.

When discussing scale or replication, be specific. Explain where else the solution could work, who might use it and
what would be required.

Proofread the final draft and check the word count before copying it into the online entry form.
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Past finalists and winners - examples for inspiration

Past Smart Biosphere finalists show that innovation can take many forms - from conservation science and environmental
monitoring to energy solutions, technology, research and practical systems. These examples are for inspiration only; the
2026 criteria are the source of truth.

Year Winner Other finalists \
UniSC - Selecting Indicators of EnergyFlex; Mineral Fox; UniSC - Koala
2025 . -
Conservation Success Vaccine

Prestige Residential - On The Beach;

2z Energy Flex Provectus Algae; Zero Emissions Noosa

Remember: Past finalists and winners are examples only. Each 2026 Smart Biosphere entry will be assessed on its own
merit against the current category requirements.

Explore past finalists and winners: Noosa Biosphere Awards - past finalists and winners | 2025 Winners announcement |
2025 Finalists announcement

Supporting evidence

The entry form gives you the option to add supporting material. Use it to reinforce the written response, not replace it.
Relevant examples include:

e ashortvideo (maximum 1 minute)

e third-party testimonials

e links to relevant media coverage or websites

e photos

e reports, data or surveys

TIP: Choose material that helps the judges understand the innovation, implementation or impact. A short demonstration,
trial result, diagram, before-and-after comparison or clear data point can be more useful than a large volume of
background material. If the entry is a finalist or winner, submitted material may be used in Awards promotion or at the
ceremony with your permission.

Useful links before you enter

2026 Noosa Biosphere Awards - categories, key dates and entry information

Noosa Biosphere Reserve and UNESCO MAB

UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme

Award Entry Rules & Terms and Conditions

Noosa Biosphere Awards 2025 Highlights video

Need help?

If you are unsure about eligibility, the correct category or the entry process, contact the Noosa Biosphere Awards team
before submitting: awards@noosabiosphere.org.au
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https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-winners-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-finalists-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/about/noosa-biosphere-reserve-and-mab/
https://www.unesco.org/en/mab
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Noosa_Biosphere_Awards_2026_Entry_Rules_TCs_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_ONiWlTse8
mailto:awards@noosabiosphere.org.au
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