2026 NOOSA BIOSPHERE AWARDS

Category 6 Information & Entry Guide

Social Impact Award

Use this guide to help prepare a strong entry. It explains eligibility, what the judges are looking for, useful links and
practical tips. Your official entry must still be submitted through the online Awards entry form.

At a glance

Who can enter Businesses, organisations, community groups and
individuals.

Entry type Self-nomination only.

Recognises Initiatives that strengthen community wellbeing, inclusion,
participation and positive social outcomes in the Noosa
Biosphere.

Noosa connection The initiative must operate within or directly benefit the
Noosa Biosphere Reserve (Noosa Shire) and its community.

Recent activity The initiative must have been undertaken or active within the
past 12 months.

UNESCO alignment The entry must address at least one UNESCO Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) objective.

Main response One response of up to 400 words, using the judging prompts
as a guide.

Before you begin

e Check that Category 6 is the right award. This category focuses on social impact - initiatives that strengthen
wellbeing, inclusion, participation, connection or equity in the Noosa community.

e Confirm that you are the entrant or are authorised to submit the entry on behalf of the business, organisation or
community group.

e Readthe 2026 Award Entry Rules and Terms & Conditions before preparing your response.

e Read about the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme and identify which objective(s) best match the initiative.
Social Impact entries may align strongly with sustainable development and learning, but any of the four objectives
may apply where the connection is genuine and clearly explained.

e Draft the 400-word response in the downloadable Word worksheet first. The online form may not allow you to save
and return later, so drafting offline protects your work and makes it easy to copy and paste the final response.

e Gather supporting material before you start the online form: relevant photos, a short video, testimonials, reports,
data, surveys and useful media or website links.

e Think about the people who have benefited and how you know. Strong entries move beyond describing good
intentions and show the difference the initiative has made.

e leavetime forafinal edit. A clear, specific 400-word response with evidence of social impact will usually be stronger
than trying to include every activity or service delivered.

Noosa Biosphere Awards 2026 | Category 6 Information & Entry Guide



Key dates

Date Milestone \

Thursday 20 August 2026 Entries open

Monday 21 September 2026 Entries close (check the published online closing time)

Thursday 15 October 2026 Finalists announced at Green Drinks

Thursday 12 November 2026 Winners announced at the Noosa Biosphere Awards
ceremony, The J Noosa

Understanding the UNESCO MAB objectives

You do not need to be a UNESCO expert. The important thing is to show how the initiative connects to at least one of the
objectives below through real outcomes for people, community and/or the environment in Noosa. In the online form you
will select all that apply.

e Conservation: Protecting biodiversity, species and ecosystem services.

e Sustainable development: Helping build a sustainable, healthy and equitable society and a thriving economy in
harmony with the biosphere reserve.

e Learning: Supporting biodiversity and sustainability science, research, education for sustainable development and/or
sharing knowledge across networks.

e Climate: Supporting mitigation and adaptation to climate change and other aspects of global environmental change.

TIP: Do more than tick an objective in the written entry response. In the 400-word answer, name the objective/s and give a

concrete example of how the initiative contributes to it.

How to build a strong 400-word response

The main question asks: Why is this initiative, activity or program worthy of a Noosa Biosphere Social Impact Award?

Use the prompts in the entry form as a guide. You do not need to answer them as separate mini-questions. A strong
response should tell one clear story about the community need, what was done, who benefited and the positive
difference created.

What to address What makes the response stronger \

Overall contribution + UNESCO alighment Explain what the initiative does, who benefits and why it
matters to the Noosa Biosphere community. Make the link to
one or more MAB objectives explicit.

Community need Clearly describe the social issue, barrier or opportunity the
initiative addresses. Help the judges understand why this
need matters in the Noosa Shire and how your approach
responds to it.

Inclusion and participation Show how the initiative has helped people connect,
participate or feel included. Give practical examples of how
barriers were reduced or participation was made easier.

Wellbeing and outcomes Describe the positive difference made to date. Focus on
changes for people and community rather than only listing
activities delivered.
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What to address What makes the response stronger

Reach and equity Explain who has benefited, including any minority, excluded

or harder-to-reach groups where relevant. Be specific without
overstating the reach of the initiative.

Partnerships Show how community members, participants, organisations

or other partners helped shape or deliver the work. Strong
collaboration can demonstrate that the initiative responds to
genuine community needs.

Measurable impact + continuation Use numbers, participant feedback, testimonials, survey

results, observations or other evidence to demonstrate
impact. Explain how the work or its benefits will continue.

A simple way to structure the 400 words

Opening: In one or two sentences, introduce the initiative and the strongest reason it deserves recognition.

Need and response: Explain the social issue, barrier or opportunity and what the initiative has done in response.
People, inclusion and partnerships: Show who has benefited, how people have been included or supported to
participate, and who helped shape or deliver the work.

Impact and continuation: Finish with the strongest evidence of positive outcomes and explain how the initiative or its
benefits will continue.

Important balance: The judges are looking for genuine social impact, not simply the number of activities delivered. A

smaller initiative can be a strong entry if it clearly responds to a real community need, reaches the people itintends to

support and can demonstrate meaningful outcomes. Relevant activity must also have occurred within the past 12

months.

Writing tips

Lead with the identified community need and the change created, rather than starting with a long description of your
organisation.

Use specific examples where possible rather than broad claims, such as “making a difference” or “bringing the
community together” without explaining how.

Be clear about who benefited. Where appropriate, explain how the initiative reached people who may experience
barriers to participation or inclusion.

Use respectful, strengths-based language when describing communities or people experiencing disadvantage. Avoid
defining people only by a challenge or vulnerability.

Measurable evidence does not need to be complicated: participant numbers, repeat participation, survey results,
feedback, testimonials, referrals, increased access, partnerships formed or another observable change can all help.
If participant stories or testimonials are included, make sure the appropriate permission has been obtained and avoid
including unnecessary personal or sensitive information.

Explain acronyms, program names and specialist terms. Judges may not know your organisation or service area.
Proofread the final draft and check the word count before copying it into the online entry form.

Past finalists and winners - examples for inspiration

Past Social Impact finalists show that this category can recognise a wide range of initiatives - from inclusion and

community support to training, social connection, environmental action with social benefits and programs that reduce
barriers for local people.
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Year Winner Other finalists

2025 Zero Emissions Noosa - Solar for Low- Rise & Thrive - Janelle Parsons; Seahorse
income Homes Inclusion Foundation; Noosa Surf
Lifesaving Club
2024 Noosa Landcare Training Program Alsawha Estate; Veggie Village Community
Gardens; Whalesongs Noosa

Remember: Past finalists and winners are examples only. The 2026 criteria are the source of truth, and each entry will be
assessed on its own merit against the current Social Impact Award requirements.

Explore past finalists and winners: Noosa Biosphere Awards - past finalists and winners | 2025 Winners announcement |
2025 Finalists announcement

Supporting evidence

The entry form gives you the option to add supporting material. Use it to reinforce the written response, not replace it.
Relevant examples include:

e ashortvideo (maximum 1 minute)

e third-party testimonials

e links to relevant media coverage or websites

e photos

e reports, data or surveys

TIP: Choose evidence that helps the judges understand the people reached and the difference made. A few strong,
relevant items are more useful than a large volume of material. If you include participant stories, images or testimonials,
make sure you have permission to share them. If the entry becomes a finalist or winner, submitted material may be used
in Awards promotion or at the ceremony with your permission.

Useful links before you enter

2026 Noosa Biosphere Awards - categories, key dates and entry information
Noosa Biosphere Reserve and UNESCO MAB

UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme

Award Entry Rules & Terms and Conditions

Noosa Biosphere Awards 2025 Highlights video

Need help?

If you are unsure about eligibility, the correct category or the entry process, contact the Noosa Biosphere Awards team
before submitting: awards@noosabiosphere.org.au
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https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-winners-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/latest-news/noosa-biosphere-awards-2025-finalists-announced/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/awards/
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/about/noosa-biosphere-reserve-and-mab/
https://www.unesco.org/en/mab
https://noosabiosphere.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Noosa_Biosphere_Awards_2026_Entry_Rules_TCs_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_ONiWlTse8
mailto:awards@noosabiosphere.org.au
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