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Noosa Biosphere Awards 2026 
 

ENTRY RULES & TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

The 2026 Noosa Biosphere Awards are conducted by Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Ltd (NBRF). By submitting an entry or 
nomination, the entrant, nominee and/or authorised representative agrees to these Entry Rules and Terms and Conditions. 

1. Key dates 
Entries open Thursday 20 August 2026 

Entries close Monday 21 September 2026 

Finalists announced Thursday 15 October 2026 at Green Drinks Event 

Winners announced Thursday 12 November 2026 at the Noosa Biosphere Awards 
ceremony, The J Noosa 

2. Award categories and entry types 
# Award category Entry type 

1 Environmental Steward Award (individual - over school age) Self-nomination or third-party nomination 

2 Emerging Custodian Award (school age - individual) Self-nomination or nomination by a teacher, parent, guardian or community 
member 

3 School/Class Biosphere Custodians Award Self-nomination only, by an authorised school/class/home-school 
representative 

4 Thriving Nature Award Self-nomination only 

5 Smart Biosphere Award Self-nomination only 

6 Social Impact Award Self-nomination only 

7 Sustainable Business Award Self-nomination only 

3. Eligibility 
1. Entries must meet the eligibility requirements for the specific category being entered, including the category-specific requirements set 

out in the official online entry form. 
2. All entries must demonstrate a genuine connection to the Noosa Biosphere Reserve (Noosa Local Government Area) through the entrant, 

activity, project, initiative or demonstrated benefit to the Noosa Biosphere community and/or environment. 
3. Each entry must address at least one of the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme objectives included in the official entry form. 
4. Relevant activities, projects, initiatives or improvements must have been undertaken or active within the previous 12 months, unless the 

category criteria expressly state otherwise. 

Additional eligibility for the school and youth categories 
• Category 2 - Emerging Custodian Award: the nominee must be school-aged and live, study or actively participate within the Noosa 

Biosphere Reserve. A parent, guardian or authorised adult contact must be provided for every school-aged nominee. 
• Category 3 - School/Class Biosphere Custodians Award: a school or class must be based within the Noosa LGA. A home-school group 

must be based in, or primarily made up of school-aged participants from, the Noosa LGA. 
• For Category 3, the project must be underway or completed (not only a proposed idea), must have activity within the previous 12 months, 

and must have been undertaken within the Noosa LGA or directly benefit the Noosa Biosphere Reserve and its community. 
• A Category 3 entry must be approved by the school principal, authorised teacher, parent or home-school representative before submission. 

4. Entry and nomination process 
5. All entries must be submitted through the official online Noosa Biosphere Awards entry form. Draft Word documents, emails or other 

informal submissions will not be accepted as an entry. 
6. Third-party nominations are accepted only for Categories 1 and 2. Categories 3 to 7 are self-nomination only. 
7. Where a person is nominated by a third party, the nominee must be told about the nomination and permission must be obtained before 

submission. For a school-aged nominee, a parent, guardian or authorised adult must also be identified as a contact. 
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8. Entrants only enter one category. 
9. NBRF or the judging panel may recommend that an entry is better suited to another category. NBRF may contact the entrant befo re 

reallocating an entry. 
10. Entries received after the published closing time and date may be deemed ineligible. NBRF does not accept responsibility for lost, late, 

incomplete or misdirected entries, including entries affected by technical issues outside NBRF control. 
11. Information submitted must be true and accurate to the best of the entrant’s knowledge. NBRF may request clarification or sup porting 

information before determining eligibility or final judging outcomes. 

5. Judging and conflicts of interest 
12. Eligible entries will be assessed by an independent judging panel against the published category criteria. The judging panel’s decision is 

final and no correspondence will be entered into regarding scoring or final outcomes. 
13. Judges are required to declare actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest. Where a conflict exists, NBRF may arrange for that judge 

to abstain from assessing or discussing the affected entry. 
14. If no eligible entry is received in a category, or the judges determine that no entry sufficiently meets the criteria, NBRF reserves the right 

not to present that category in 2026. NBRF may also, at its discretion, recognise an individual, group or organisation separa tely where 
appropriate. 

15. NBRF reserves the right to accept, reject or deem ineligible an entry where the activity is unlawful, information is materially misleading, or 
NBRF reasonably considers the entry could diminish the integrity or reputation of NBRF or the Awards. 

6. Finalists and winners 
16. Finalists are planned to be announced on Thursday 15 October 2026 at Green Drinks and may also be announced through NBRF 

websites, social media, partner communications and media. 
17. Winners will be announced at the Noosa Biosphere Awards ceremony on Thursday 12 November 2026 at The J Noosa. 
18. Finalists and winners may be invited to participate in reasonable Awards-related promotion, interviews, photographs or storytelling. For 

school-aged entrants, all such participation is subject to the appropriate parent/guardian or authorised adult consent. 
19. Finalists and winners are encouraged, where reasonably practicable, to support the promotion of Noosa Biosphere values and the 

Awards during 2026/2027. 

7. Prizes and recognition 
20. Unless otherwise specified for a category, award recognition includes a trophy and certificate. Additional prizes or sponsor-supported 

benefits may be announced by NBRF. 
21. Category 2 - Emerging Custodian Award includes a $500 cash prize directed towards the recipient’s project, initiative or further 

development opportunities. Where the recipient is under 18, payment and use of the prize will be arranged with the recipient and their 
parent/guardian or authorised adult. 

22. Category 3 - School/Class Biosphere Custodians Award includes a $2,000 cash prize directed to the school’s or group’s environmental, 
sustainability or community program. Payment arrangements for a home-school group will be agreed with NBRF and the authorised adult 
representative. 

23. Cash prizes must be used for the purpose described for the relevant category and are not transferable to an unrelated person, project or 
purpose without NBRF approval. 

24. If circumstances outside NBRF’s reasonable control prevent the Awards from proceeding or a prize from being delivered as intended, 
NBRF may amend, postpone, cancel or recommence the Awards, or make reasonable alternative arrangements for the affected prize. 

8. Supporting material, images and promotional use 
25. Entrants may submit supporting material such as photographs, video, testimonials, links, reports, data or surveys. The entrant confirms 

they have permission to provide this material to NBRF for judging and Awards administration. 
26. Where supporting material contains identifiable children or young people, the person submitting the entry must ensure the appropriate 

school, parent/guardian or other required permissions have been obtained before the material is supplied. 
27. Entry information and submitted material from finalists and winners may be used in Awards promotions, media, social media, websites 

and ceremony presentations only with the relevant permission. NBRF may request alternative material or choose not to publish material 
it considers inappropriate or inconsistent with the integrity of the Awards. 

28. Entrants retain ownership of their original content. By submitting material, entrants grant NBRF permission to reproduce and use 
approved material for administering and promoting the Noosa Biosphere Awards, subject to any permissions or limitations notif ied to 
NBRF. 

9. Sponsor and organisational eligibility 
29. NBRF may apply additional conflict-of-interest arrangements where an entrant has a close connection with a judge, sponsor, NBRF 

Board member, employee or contractor. A connection does not automatically make an entrant ineligible, but it must be managed fairly 
and transparently. 
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10. General conditions 
30. The promoter and organiser of the Noosa Biosphere Awards is Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation Ltd (NBRF).  
31. NBRF may amend these Entry Rules where reasonably necessary for the fair and effective administration of the Awards. Any material 

change will be communicated through the Awards website or directly to affected entrants where practicable. 
32. Failure by NBRF to enforce any provision of these Entry Rules does not constitute a waiver of that provision. 
33. These Entry Rules are governed by the laws of Queensland, Australia. 

11. Privacy statement 
NBRF collects personal information provided through the Awards entry process for the purpose of administering the Awards, including 
confirming eligibility, communicating with entrants and nominees, facilitating judging, announcing finalists and winners, delivering prizes and 
undertaking approved Awards promotion. 
Personal information will be handled in accordance with NBRF’s privacy practices and will only be used or disclosed for Awards-related 
purposes, with consent, or where required or authorised by law. Contact details will not be provided to media or other external parties for 
unrelated purposes without permission. 
For school-aged nominees and entrants, NBRF will use the nominated parent/guardian or authorised adult contact for consent relating to 
public use of the young person’s personal information, images, recordings or other promotional material where appropriate. 
By submitting an entry, entrants agree to receive communications necessary to administer the Awards. Any broader NBRF marketing or 
newsletter communications will be subject to the applicable consent arrangements. 

12. Questions 
Questions about eligibility or these Entry Rules can be directed to: Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation | 
awards@noosabiosphere.org.au 
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